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LECTURE V. PART II. 
THE ACTIVE PRINCIPLE OF COLCHICUM—COLCHICINA. 


Wirn the principle which I have prepared, and which 
is identical with the colchiceine of Oberlin (and of the 
chemical differences between this and the colchicin of 
Geiger and Hasse I have already spoken), I have tried 
some physiological experiments. To a full grown dog, 
weighing about twelve pounds, I administered one grain, 
finely rubbed up with one drachm of sugar, and enveloped 
in a thin slice of meat; this was thrust down the throat. 
For about one hour no change was noticed, excepting a 
gradual increase in the frequency of the pulse, being at the 
end of the hour fifteen beats more than at the commence- 
ment. Gradually the dog began to show restlessness and 
pain. In two hours he had a full copious discharge from 
the bowels, the first portions of which were natural in 
appearance, but the latter portion was light colored, pulta- 
ceous, and very frothy ; vomiting also commenced, which 
at first consisted of thin mucus, but as the retching con- 
tinued, the mucus thrown up was small in quantity, and 
freely tinged with blood. Urine was passed at first freely, 
and as an old dog usually passes it, but as the dog grew 
weaker, many ineffectual attempts were made, and con- 
stant straining in the way which a young dog usually uses, 
without throwing up the leg; although the efforts to 
urinate were frequent, no urine was passed after three and 
a half hours. The pulse in two and a half hours was 
thin, wiry, and frequent. In six hours the pulse was 
small, feeble, and reduced to twenty-four beats in the 
minute. In the meantime the diarrhoea had been very 
troublesome ; the discharges were thin, ochre-colored, fro- 
thy, with frequent patches of bloody mucus. After the 
seventh hour the dog did not attempt to rise, the pulse be- 
came small, thready, and intermittent, and he died a little 
before the eighth hour, without convulsions. Upon post- 
mortem examination the heart contained much _ thick, 
pitchy black blood, and the same also was found in the 
ascending and descending aorta as described by Bley and 
even in the arteries of the legs and neck; the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach was only slightly congested, but the 
whole mucous membrane of the small and large intestines 
was inflamed, even down to the anus, near which there were 
several large abrasions. Upon removing the kidney, and 
dividing it with a sharp knife, the first appearance was one 
reddened inflamed mass, and upon more minute examination 
the Malpighian bodies were very red and much congested, 
the interlobular plexus was also very much congested, and 
the congestion extended even to the infundibula and pelvis 
of the kidney. 

Two grains were given to another dog, which died in 
eleven and a half hours with all the symptoms above 
described. Towards the pyloric extremity of the stomach 
there was an irregular patch of about the size of a dollar, 
highly congested ; the other parts of the mucous membrane 
were not much changed; the small and large intestines 
were like those in the other dog; the heart contained the 
same black, pitch-like blood ; the kidneys were if anything 
more congested than those before described; the bladder 
was entirely empty. 

To a dog, weighing about fourteen pounds, two grains 
of this colchicina were given finely rubbed up with a 
drachm of sugar, and a scruple of tannic acid. The whole 
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was enveloped in a slice of meat, and pushed down the 
throat. The restlessness of the dog seemed greater than 
with either of the others described. There was retching 
in half an hour, and in about an ‘hour free vomiting. In 
an hour and a half there was copious diarrheea. Thirty 
grains of tannic acid were now given, but it did not control 
the diarrhoea; there was not the same desire to urinate 
as shown by the other dogs, but no urine was passed after 
the fourth hour. The dog died in fourteen hours. The 
post-mortem appearances were nearly the same as in those 
described, excepting that the kidneys were not so generally 
inflamed, though there was great congestion of the malpi- 
ghian bodies and interlobular plexuses, but it did not extend 
beyond them as in the other case; the bladder contained 
about a teaspoonful of ,very dark-colored urine. Thus tan- 
nic acid is no antidote to colchicina. 

To a cat, while under the influence of chloroform, was 
administered one grain of colchicina, enveloped in a small 
round ball of bread. In a little more than an hour it purged 
her freely, and produced vgry great uneasiness, as she 
prowled round in a restless and timid way, and constantly 
moaned. The tenesmus with the dogs was great, but 
with this cat it was very severe, so jong as the strength 
lasted she seemed to make almost one continual strain. 
The cat died in eight hours. There was congestion of the 
stomach, intestines, and lungs; the right side of the 
heart was empty, but the left ventricle was distended with 
pitch-like black blood. The kidneys presented the same 
appearance as in the dog I first described. ; 

Therapeutical Applications—To a gentleman suffering 
with an acute attack of gout I administered one-forty-fifth 
of a grain of colchicina, three different times, at intervals of 
four hours. It produced no effect upon the bowels, but 
the urine was dargely increased in quantity, and contained 
avery large amount of urate of ammonia and mucus. I 
could not perceive that it produced much change in the 
pulse. The dose was now increased to one-thirtieth grain, 
which I was obliged entirely to suspend after the third 
dose. The pulse fell in frequency twenty-eight beats, the 
urine continued to flow very freely, and still contained the 
same large amount of urate of ammonia and mucus; the 
bowels were opened several times, the discharges were of 
an ochre color, very frothy, and hada strong urinous smell ; 
there was some tenesmus, and an inordinate amount of 
flatus, which rather amused him at first, but. eventually 
became quite painful, As I remained some time with my 
patient, and saw no cause for fearing too severe an action, 
I gave nothing but large quantities of mild diluents. I 
had no occasion to repeat the medicine, as it completely 
arrested the paroxysm. The urine that was passed before 
the administration of colchicina was small in quantity, of 
very dark color, deposited uric acid in large quantity on 
cooling, and was of sp. gr. 1021. That passed after the 
third dose of colchicina was large in quantity, of much 
lighter color, containing a very large quantity of urate of 
ammonia and mucus, and was of sp. gr. 1°030. That passed 
after the bowels had been very freely acted on was still 
large in quantity, and contained about the same quantity 
of urate of ammonia and mucus, and was of sp. gr. 1:025, 
thus making a difference in the amount of solid matters 
discharged of about twenty per cent. even in the same 
quantity of urine passed; but as the amount passed was 
certainly four or five times larger, the amount of effete 
matters carried off in this way must have been very great. 

Another case of gout coming under my notice about the 
same time, I gave one-thirtieth grain of colchicina, and 
repeated it seven times at intervals of from four to six 
hours. Iteacted more quickly on the bowels than in the 
previously mentioned case, producing the same ochre- 
colored, frothy, and urine-like smelling discharges as before 
spoken of, and producing much flatus and some tenesmus. 
The increase in the quantity of urine passed was very 
marked ; the sp. gr. increased from 1-018 to 1-024, and uric 
acid and mucus were deposited in large quantities. This 1s 
the only paroxysm that this gentleman has had. 
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There is one other person to whom I have administered 
the colchicina. This person was suffering from a subacute, 
or rather chronic, attack of gout; he had gouty concretions 
of urate of soda, and enlargement of the joints. I gave 
him one forty-fifth grain three times a day for ten days. 
It acted freely on the bowels three or four times daily, pro- 
ducing flatus to such an extent that he had to keep watch 
on himself when any one was near. The urine was 
increased in quantity and in specific gravity, and deposited 
large amounts of uric acid on cooling. He was very much 
benefited by the treatment. I find no other mention of 
the use of this agent in the treatment of disease, excepting 
by Dr. Guensberg, of Breslau. He has used it in many 
cases since 1853. Patients that bad long suffered from 
gout, took, during the painful paroxysms of the swellings 
of the joints, one-sixtieth of a grain (of Geiger’s) three 
times daily. In every case the remedy acted as an intense 
excitant of the intestinal secretion, even in such patients 
who had always before suffered from constipation. After 
three or four weeks’ use of the colchicin, patients who 
before had suffered from an attack every two or three 
months, remained entirely free for a year or longer. But 
in acute articular rheumatism its employment did, con- 
trary to his expectation, but little or no good. 

Modus Operandi.—We have not a very large number of 
physiological experiments from which we may draw 
inferences as to the modus operandi of colchicina; but the 
few experiments that are given demonstrate its effects with 
greater accuracy than is usual with new remedies. We 
see by the physiological experiments on animals of Geiger, 
Albers, Hoppe, Aschoff, Bley, and Schroff, that colchicina 
uniformly acts as an irritant to the mucous membrane of 
the intestinal canal, producing frequent and copious alvine 
discharges; that given in the quantity of one grain or 
over to the smaller animals, it universally caused death, 
with pathological evidences of gastro-enteritis. We see, 
also, by the experiments of these gentlemen, that it enters 
the circulation and produces upon the blood the changes 
that a mere acrid poison does not necessarily produce. As- 
choff and Bley have demonstrated its existence in the 
secretions. All of the experiments performed, those of my 
own included, demonstrate that, although it induces vomit- 
ing, the vomiting only takes place after a considerable 
time, that it is first absorbed, and that the vomiting is but 
the consequence of the gastro-intestinal irritation. Although 
it has been common to call colchicum an acrid narcotic, we 
see that it possesses no narcotic properties, that it has no 
special action upon the brain or spinal marrow, and that 
a very large increase of the dose but little increases the 
intensity of the symptoms, and does not hasten death. 
We see by the physiological experiments performed by 
myself, and also by the therapeutic action in the cases I 
have reported, that in addition to the effects above men- 
tioned, we have an increase at first in the amount of 
urine discharged; but in poisonous doses the urine is soon 
entirely suppressed, owing to inflammation of the kidneys. 
This is not mentioned as one of the actions of this medi- 
cine by the gentlemen whom I have just quoted; but in the 
experiments I performed it will be remembered that no 
animal to which I administered it passed any urine after 
the fourth hour, and that after death none was found in the 
bladder. Upon examination of all the animals that I 
experimented upon, pathological changes, which alone were 
sufficient to cause death, were found in the kidneys; in two 
of them the whole organ was inflamed, and the congestiun 
extended to the infundibula and pelvis. In the dog to 
which I administered tannin in connexion with the colchi- 
cina, the kidney was less inflamed than in the other ani- 
mals, but a smaller quantity of urine was passed by this 
animal, and the desire to urinate was less urgent. After 
death the malpighian bodies and interlobular plexuses were 
found highly congested. This was suflicient to prevent the 
elimination of any urine, and it appeared to me that the 
astringency of the tannin had had the effect to retard the 
passage of as much as usual of the poison through the 





kidneys. It will be seen in the cases in which I record 
the therapeutic action of the remedy, that the quantity of 
urine was largely increased, and that the effect was pro- 
duced even before its action on the bowels; that in addi- 
tion to the increase in quantity, there was also a very 
great increase in specific gravity, and that the amount of 
urates and mucus was very large. Guensberg, who alone 
in addition to myself has tried the therapeutic effects of 
this remedy, has only noticed that it acted as an intense 
excitant of the intestinal secretion; but his were chronic 
cases, which he probably saw but once a day; but he found 
that it produced absorption of the swelled joints. Schroff, 
who administered it by way of experiment to a person in 
health, states that “the urine was like whey, with abun- 
dant white sediment.” It will be noted, then, that we 
have given several instances wherein, administered in me- 
dicinal doses, colchicina increases both the quantity, specific 
gravity, and uric deposit of the urine. Let us turn again 
to the character of the feeces discharged ; all state it to be 
large in quantity, mucoid, and frothy, and when it has 
been particularly examined, I have stated that it has a 
strong urinous smell, This effect is as marked with the 
administration of tincture of colchicum as with colchicina ; 
and once, some years ago, I examined the feces of a 
gouty person whilt under the influence of colchicum, and 
found them to contain a large amount of uric acid. It 
will be remembered that Chelius, of Heidelberg, many 
years ago, endeavored upon theoretical reasonings to 
explain that colchicum cured gout by eliminating uric acid 
from the blood, because he noticed that under the action of 
colchicum the amount of uric acid in the urine was much 
increased. This is disputed by those celebrated men Dr. 
Pereira and Dr. Graves, who not only deny that colchicum 
augments the excretion of uric acid, but state that it rather 
diminishes it when the remedy is given to its full effect. 
This, in my opinion, is one of the best evidences in proof 
of the theory of Chelius, for the gentlemen just named 
carry their observations only so far as to state that under 
the full effects of colchicum the amount of uric acid in the 
urine is decreased; here their observations cease; they 
make no examination of, or investigation into, the charac- 
ter, amount, and composition of the alvine discharges, nor 
have they examined the blood before and after the adminis- 
tration of colchicum. As I have just stated, I have in one 
instance proved that tincture of colchicum administered to 
a gouty person to its full purgative effect, produced the 
elimination of a large quantity of uric acid in the feces; 
that the urine before the purging contained more uric acid 
than it did after. In other instances where it was adminis- 
tered in small doses, not sufficient to produce purging, the 
uric acid in the urine was greatly and persistently increased. 
In the cases which I have reported of the therapeutic 
action of colchicina, we find the quantity of urine increased, 
as well as the specific gravity, and that the urates were in 
great abundance. This occurred from the time of the 
administration of the dose until free purging was produced ; 
then the specific gravity was less, and the quantity dis- 
charged less, but both were more than before the adminis- 
tration of the colchicina. Guensberg found colchicina 
reduced the gouty swellings, and for many years colchicum 
has been used to reduce the deposit of urate of soda 
occurring about the joints. It would seem, then, to me, 
viewing the various effects we find produced by colchicina, 
that its modus operandi consists in its removal from the 
system of a large amount of urates. Chelius stated this to 
be its effects by noticing the augmentation of uric acid in 
the urine only; I think I have demonstrated his observa- 
tions to be correct, not only in the amount of urates, but 
in the increase of the specific gravity also, and also by its 
presence in the alvine discharges. But the excellent work 
of Dr. Garrod fully explains these facts. In poisonous 
doses it first stimulates the kidneys, then the intestines; and 
destroys life at last, not only from the inflammation it pro- 
duces in these organs, but by its preventing any secretion 
of urine, and by its acrid, poisonous properties upon the 
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blood. Could the kidneys continue their functions, it 
would all be eliminated, and the system would recover 
from the poison; but, like most acrid poisons, it inflames 
and paralyses the kidneys, and is thence retained in the 
‘system, changing the character of the blood. I need 
hardly discuss the question of its absorption. I have 
so frequently during the session given you demonstrable 
proofs, by physiological experiments, that this class of 
remedies is absorbed into the circulation before they pro- 
duce their peculiar effects upon the system, that repetition 
here I deem unnecessary. Being absorbed into the sys- 
tem, its action is catalytic, producing some peculiar change 
in the character of the circulating fluid, stimulating certain 
of the excretory glands, and passing out of the system 
after it has produced its peculiar effects. Its primary effects 
are upon the blood, for we find, when given in too small 
doses to act upon the bowels, that it always stimulates the 
kidneys, and increases the amount of excreted metamor- 
phosed tissue. That its action on the blood is of that 
peculiar character to cause a rapid elimination of this 
product, is proved by the increase of the urates in the 
urine, and by their presence in large quantities in the feeces. 
Its action on the bowels, then, though always hitherto 
spoken of as its primary action, I deem but secondary to 
that upon the kidneys; and when the kidneys are unable 
to eliminate either it, or the changed materials that it pro- 


duces, the blood becomes so altered as to be unable to 


becomé arterialized, and is found in the heart and arteries 
after death black and pitch-like. 

Uses.—From the physiological effects of colchicina we 
may ask, What are its uses? We have seen from several 
cases that it has given speedy relief in gout, and from the 
known effect of colchicum for many ages in that disease 
we have empirical as well as rational proof of its value. 
Colchicina has never been used in inflammatory rheuma- 
tism, but the testimony of thoughtful men is that colchicum 
is of no service whatever in that disease. From its physio- 
logical action we have every right to draw deductions that 
it will be found of great service in those diseases where 
uric acid and the urates are in abnormal quantities, and 
require to be removed from the system. 

When speaking of the action of colchicum I told you 
that objections were raised by some against the use of it in 
gout, because it seemed to lose its effects in subsequent 
attacks. Is not this rather the nature of the disease than 
the want of proper action of the remedy? A first paroxysm 
of gout is frequently easily controlled in a short time, and 
by a mild remedy, but each successive paroxysm fixes the 
diathesis more firmly on the system, until after a time no 
remedy will cure or cut short the duration of an attack, it 
only palliates the pain. A certain length of time is required, 
and a certain amount of abstinence necessary to enable the 
medicine even to relieve the symptoms; the gout then dis- 
appears for a time, and returns again at its regular period. 
Even in these instances colchicum greatly relieves the seve- 
rity of the pain, and is necessary before a cure is effected. 
Another error is frequently committed :—Colchicum, and it 
alone, without regimen or diet, is depended on, and as it 
gives relief nothing is administered afterwards to correct 
the still existing depraved condition; whereas, had proper 
after treatment been resorted to, the patient would not be 
left in a condition to find fault with the injurious action of 
any medicine. One thing is certain, a majority of the cases 
of gout we meet with are quickly cured by the action of 
colchicum, and in many other cases it affords great relief 
from the pain, and is frequently the only medicine capable 
of giving relief. It is as near a specific in gout as any other 
medicine in other disorders; but it will be recollected that 
there are no specifics. Guestenberg demonstrated that col- 
chicina afforded great relief to old and chronic cases. 

Antidotes—It has generally been supposed that tannic 
acid was an antidote to the poisonous effects of colchicum. 
Acting upon this view Aschoff administered 15 grains of 
tannin to a dog to which he had previously given one grain 
of colchicina; it had no antidotal effects. It will be remem- 





bered that I administered 20 grains of tannin in com- 
bination with 2 grains of colchicina, and afterwards gave 
30 grains more of tannin, and that it had no effect in 
preventing the action of the poison, or prolonging the life 
of the animal. From the rapid manner in which colchicina 
was absorbed by animal charcoal Carter recommends it as 
an antidote, and if it could be administered immediately I 
have no doubt that it would be perfectly protective until 
means could be adopted to remove the whole from the 
stomach; but unless administered immediately it would 
be of no effect—because the absorption of the poison is rapid, 
and it would in no way counteract its action when once 
absorbed. Magnesia also has been recommended; but 
Magnesia is very frequently given in large doses with tinc- 
ture of colchicum, and yet the colchicum produces its pecu- 
liar effects. All that can be done is to counteract the effects 
of the poison, and this I conceive will be most successfull 
accomplished by full doses of opium, and stimulants, with 
free diluents. 

Doses.—Of the article made by Oberlin, and by myself, 
about jth grain should be the maximum dose. I found 
z';th to Jyth to be safe if not too frequently repeated. In 
these doses it produced promptly its characteristic effects, 
and had the advantage over any of the crude preparations 
that it was definite, and did not deteriorate on keeping. It 
is always difficult to get a good preparation of colchicum, 
and hard to keep it good. This, when once prepared, does 
not change, and is definite in its action. 
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ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CONDITION 
OF THE INSANE. 


By JOHN B. CHAPIN, MD., 
BRIGHAM HALL, CANANDAIGUA, WN. Y, 


In presenting to the readers of the American Mepicat Times 
the question which heads this article, the writers fully 
aware the subject is by no means a novel one. H@bannot 
hope to offer any suggestions to those members of the pro- 
fession whose labors in behalf of this unfortunate class 
demand an honorable recognition in the history of the 
State provisions for the insane. Yet, if it can be made to 
appear that this work, auspiciously commenced, is not 
finished, but may be made more comprehensive, may not 
the claims of the insane still further engage earnest atten- 
tion and sympathy ? 

In the consideration of this subject three inquiries natu- 
rally suggest, themselves :— 

I. What, briefly, are the history and policy of the State 
in providing for the care and treatment of its insane? 

II. What are the present number and condition of the 
insane in the State, and provision for their treatment and 
cure ? 

III. What plans and suggestions for the improvement 
of the condition of the insane does experience at home or 
abroad suggest ? 

In the early history of any State the care of dangerous 
and violent lunatics devolves, from necessity, upon the 
public authorities. The law directs the public officer to 
secure such insane persons from doing violence to life and 
property, or being a source of public insecurity, by con- 
fining them to the limits of a jail or alms-house. 

In this simple act we observe the recognition of a duty 
which the community owes to the individual, and one 
which it is compelled to perform. Duty, in public life as in 
private affairs, often suggests a policy, especially where it 
is founded upon moral obligation towards the individual 
concerned. Thus, the public conscience, which has been 
content to perform a duty without a policy, comes to agitate 
the proposition of combining duty, or obligation, with 
policy. Growing out of this comes the legitimate result, 
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the adoption of a practicable plan and policy of relief. In 
short, all civilized communities, from a recognition of moral 


obligations to the individual, motives of economy, and sense | 
of security, have projected plans for ameliorating the con- | 


dition of their insane. 

The disposition of the insane in the State of New York 
has not been unlike the usual one. Confined in alms- 
houses and jails, from necessity and duty, the legislature, in 
the year 1806, enacted a Jaw making an appropriation to 
the New York Hospital for a period of fifty years to aid 
the erection of larger accommodations for their care. The 
Governors of the Hospital were to be the almoners of this 
yearly bounty, and we cannot infer the State presumed to 
do more than foster a benevolent enterprise. It could not, 
as yet, be said to have instituted a policy. In March, 1836, 
the act authorizing the erection of a State Lunatic Asylum, 
at Utica, was passed, and it received patients in January, 
1843. It would not be within the scope of any paper, or 
within the patience of the readers of the Timgs, to give, in 
detail, the history of the labor which culminated in the 
erection of this noble charity, and in the adoption of a line 
of policy by the State looking to the kindly care and resto- 
ration of all insane persons within its limits. 
now to remark that the annals of the profession present no 


this result. 

The organic law of the State Lunatic Asylum was con- 
ceived in a liberal spirit, and, if interpreted according to 
the philanthropic views of its projectors, public opinion 
would have tolerated no other arrangements for caring for 
the insane than well regulated asylums built expressly 
for the purpose. We need no other assurance of this than 
the avidity with which the room of the asylum was appro- 
priated. In the third annual report Dr. Brigham stated, 
“The asylum has been constantly full the pgst year, and we 
have been reluctantly compelled to refuse admissions to a 
considerable number.” Applications continued to be refused 
during following years. 

Dr. Benedict, in the tenth report, says :—“ Sixty were 
necessarily refused, and thirty-seven patients were remov- 
ed to gther institutions te make room for those having 
preferefice by law. If we can calculate the coming, by 
the past year (1852), there will have been refused admis- 
sions into this institution®a number of patients large 


enough to fill another hospital before it can be built, should | 


its erection be commenced immediately.’ 

Dr. Gray, in the thirteenth report, states that one hundred 
and sixty-seven applicants were refused admission. 

The testimony of the several superintendents has been 


unanimous, and uniformly to the fact, that the “ Institution | 


has been wholly inadequate to the wants of the State.” 
This subject has not occupied the thought of those only 


. who, brought into such intimate official relation with the | 
Governor | 


insane, were prepared to speak intelligently. 
1 5 J e 
Seymour and Governor Clark severally presented it to the 


Legislature with a recommendation to its favorable consi- | 
The Superintendents of the Poor,* the legal | 


deration. 
custodians of the insane poor, have memorialized, and 
Boards of County Supervisors have passed resolutions 


pital accommodations. The Legislature has, repeatedly, 
had this matter under consideration. A question involv- 
ing the happiness of so large a body of the inhabitants 
of the State, could not avoid its notice, pressed upon 
it from so many official quarters. Official documents have 
emanated from the Legislature; and, more recently, a 
committee, composed of senators, engaged for five months, 
with some intermissions, in investigations into the condi- 
tion of the insane, presented a report; all recommending 
proper measures of relief. Bills, framed from time to time 
to meet the desired end, have received the favorable action 
of one, and sometimes of both branches of the Legislature, 
yet have failed, finally, to become laws; and no further 
provision for the treatment of lymatics has been made. 

We have already intimated, if the original law of the 


| Asylum for two years. 
| it became a practice with many counties to permit their 


| in force, has become so since. 
| counties must continue to provide for their insane in their 
| own way. 


| enlarged, but not improved, their accommodations. 


| counties have erected receptacles which they call asylums, 
| and, instead of sending their recent cases of insanity to the 


| for in the New York Hospital. 





Asylum had been executed in a faithful spirit, by public 
officers, public opinion would have been educated to the 
necessity of providing for all insane persons in proper asy- 
lums. It becomes necessary, however, to notice an import- 


| ant modification of the law relating to the support of in- ° 


digent persons in the State asylum. During the early 


| history of the Asylum the yearly admissions were large, 


reaching 428 in 1847, and 424 in 1853. The obvious 


| result, as was to be expected, was the accumulation of a 


large number of incurables. It was natural to hear this 
would result in impairing the usefulness of the Asylum. 
The law disposing of insane persons in indigent circum- 
stances, not paupers, provides for their support in the State 
Under the law before amendment 


incurable insane to continue in the Asylum after the 
expiration of this period, still paying for their support. In 
1850 an amendment was procured to this law authorizing 
the managers in their discretion to cause such a patient to 


| be sent to the county from which he came, whether the 


county authorities desired the removal or not. Thus, by 


| virtue of public laws, we seemed to authorize a return to 


Suffice it | the old system which begins and ends with the least pos- 


) | sible care of the individual. 
brighter page than that which records its earnest efforts for | 


The result, if not obvious before this amendment went 
It became evident that the 


Yearly, numbers have been thrown back upon 
the counties to provide for, Many of the counties have 
Many 


State Asylum, as by the spirit and letter of the law they 
are clearly bound to do, retain them at home. In other 


| counties movements are on foot looking to the care and 
| treatment of all the insane within their own county- 
| houses. It seems, now, unless this is prohibited or regulated 
| by positive enactment, that the original policy of caring 
| for the insane will be radically reversed. A construction 
_ of the laws is permitted which implies that all there is to 
| be done for the insane is to provide them food, clothing, 
| and shelter; and that this can be accomplished quite as 
| well, in a county poorhouse as in an asylum. 


In reviewing the lunacy history of the State our convic- 
tion is that no act has been so fraught with disastrous 


| results to the interests of the insane, or more effectually 
arrested all effects to ameliorate their condition. 

Briefly, then, we may say of the insane of the State that 
| prior to the year 1808 no organized asylum for the insane 


existed in the State, though a few lunatics were provided 
The asylum building was 
completed in 1821. In 1843 the State Lunatic Asylum 
was opened for patients. The committee which recom- 
mended the passage of the law authorizing the erection of 
the Asylum clearly enunciated what was designed to be the 
policy of the State in these words. “To correct the evils 
of the existing system as to pauper lunatics; to discharge 


| that highest of moral and religious duties which devolve 


| upon us as a government and as citizens to relieve the wants 
recommending the Legislature to provide additional hos- | 


of the poor and afflicted ; to obey the authoritative mandate 
of the Ruler of the world; to imitate the example of other 


| nations who we will not confess surpass us either in 
| public spirit or benevolence, we should erect hospitals ade- 
| quate in number and extent to accommodate all our insane 


—hospitals provided with all the necessary means and 
facilities for their safe-keeping, personal comfort, and cure.” 
scnsinentantligpainveninaiite 

Coxtistoxs.—Of 2136 persons killed and injured on rail- 
ways during four years (1857-60), 289 cases were attri- 
butable to trespass or suicide, and 111 to accidents at level- 
crossings. These must be set aside as due to personal care- 
lessness or folly. This would leave only 193 instances of 
death or injury not attributable to collisions, against 1643 


| due to this latter cause, or seven-eighths of the whole 


number.—Lancet. 
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A CASE OF 
‘ ULCERATION OF THE STOMACH, 


AND RECOVERY, WITH SUBSEQUENT ULCERATION AND PERFO- 
RATION OF THE DUODENUM. 


By J. KNEELAND, MD., 


OF SOUTH ONONDAGA, N, Y. 


On the 29th of Dec., 1861, I was called to see a lady, aged 
sixty years, a-farmer’s wife, mother of six children, who 
had been about eight weeks under treatment by an “ eclec- 
tic doctor” for a variety of complaints. I took charge of 
the case on the 31st of Dec., and found the following symp- 
toms present :—Loathing of food ; vomiting and diarrhoea; 
emaciation and sallowness of the skin, 
the mind of jaundice, but on closer examination seem- 


ing like the complexion which usually obtains in some | 


cases of internal cancer, or other organic diseases which 
impair nutrition and assimilation. 
100 to 110, and was small; the tongue was not much 
coated, but creased or furrowed deeply. The chief complaint 
was of severe pain occurring in paroxysms, worst in the 
epigastric region in a circumscribed spot, but extending 
thence through the body into the back and between the 


a sense of internal heat was at all times present. The vomit- 
ing mostly occurred within an hour or two after eating, 
and the contents of the stomach were mixed with a glairy, 


slightly mixed with bile. At times it was said by her 
attendants that she had vomited a dark-colored matter 
resembling strong coffee, and-had subsequently passed 
feeces resembling coffee grounds. I prescribed iced gum- 
water, pills of nit. silver, morphine, and bread crumb, alter- 


nated with bismuth and tannin, and counter-irritation of | 


minute blisters dressed with morphine and starch; also lime 
water and milk diet. 


without much change; slept a little better at night, and | 
retained some more nourishment, and the bowels by the 
help of starch and laudanum injections were somewhat | 
checked. 

On the night of Jan. 14th she vomited more severely | 
than common, throwing up first a sanious fluid, and after- 


wards several large coagula. I ordered iced cloths to epi- 


pill. The hemorrhage subsided, and did not again recur, 
cuated by stool during fhe next three days. A tendency 
to diarrhoea continued until her death, which occurred 
during the night of Jan. 22d. On the 19th she had a sink- 
ing spell, and never fully rallied. She, however, retained 


full consciousness, and had less pain during the last two j 
She had vomited so much mucus during for- | 


days of life. 
mer attacks, and her pain had been so severe, that her 
medical adviser had called her disease “ gastrodynia, caused 
by or attended with catarrh of the stomach.” His treat- 


by cool bland diet, with morphine and bismuth, had served 
to bring in check two former attacks which she had suf- 
fered from during the past three or four years. 


After seeing the case two or three times, the conviction | 


that former ulceration of the stomach, and existing “ ulcer- 
ation of the duodenum, which must soon terminate fatally,” 


became so fixed in my mind, that I asked consent to | 


make a post-mortem examination. On the 23d, twelve 
hours after death, assisted by Drs. Alfred Hall and Dr. D. W. 
Burdick, I laid open the abdomen, and found the intestines 
nearly empty, looking well externally. We proceeded care- 
fully to examine the ovaries and womb; they were free 
from any traces of diseased action. The right lobe of the 
liver was adherent by its convex, superior, and anterior sur- 
face to the diaphragm, but was separated by the fingers 
without great force, and its appearance and structure seemed 





suggestive to | 


The pulse ranged from | 


_ amelioration, and, in truth, of complete cure. 
_ point is, How shall we diagnosticate duodenal from gastric 


healthy. The gall bladder was two-thirds full of healthy 
looking bile. Spleen normal. A ligature was placed about 
the lower end of the cesophagus, and another around the 
jejunum near its junction with the duodenum, and the 
stomach, pancreas, and duodenum were then carefully 
taken out for a more thorough inspection. The sto- 
mach seemed small, and was firmly attached posteriorly 
to the pancreas. The serous covering of the stomach, 
in front and above, looked healthy. On laying open 
the viscus by an incision through its anterior aspect, mid- 
way between the smaller and larger curvatures, we found 
its mucous lining of a pale pink color, covered with mucus, 
and looking healthy, excepting a large oval depression 
occupying that portion of the organ which rests upon, and 
in this case was firmly adherent to, the pancreas. This 
cicatrix was one inch and a quarter in its longest, by one 
inch in its transverse diameter ; its edges were thickened, so 
that its depth varied from three to five lines; its bottom 
and edges were whiter than the surrounding mucous mem- 
brane. In consequence of the presence of this cicatrix the 
organ was much diminished in size. I with my fingers 
and the handle of a scalpel separated the stomach from the 


| pancreas, and found all the coats terminating at the edges 


of the cavity, and the opening in the stomach became much 
larger. The puckering of the mucous lining so marked 


| before the separation now disappeared, leaving a hole of 
shoulders. The stomach was very tender to pressure, and | 


two inches and a half in diameter, bound round its edges 
with a firm band of lymph. The pancreas retained on its 


| anterior surface the flooring of the ulcer bordered by an oval 


| circle of indurated lymph of the same character. 
tenacious mucus, sometimes tasteless, and sometimes | 


The duodenum had lost by ulceration, commencing half 
an inch below the pylorus, some two and a half or three 


| inches of its upper third, only a narrow strip of its attach- 
| ment to the mesentery or its back part remaining. 


A flap 
of its peritoneal coat, which covered a part of the ulceration 
in front, had given way for near an inch in extent, and the 
edges of this opening were thin, ragged, and sanious. Some 


| minute blood-vessels at its attached edge (to the strip not 
She continued for about ten days | 


destroyed) were clogged with coagula, whence, doubtless, 
came the hemorrhage which occurred a week before death. 
There was in the duodenum below the perforation some 
of the ingesta mixed with mucus and bile. This fact, taken 
together with the complete emptiness of the stomach, and 
the diarrhcea which had existed up to a few hours before 
dedth, and the other fact that no traces of food or drink 


rds f | were found loose in the be@y, none having escaped from 
gastrium, cold drinks, and gave gallic acid and opium in | 


the perforation, indicates either that the duodenum had lost 


| its normal peristaltic action; or, which is more probable, 
but much darkened and partially digested blood was eva- | 


that the serous coat of the ulcerated part did not give way 
long before death, and that action in the bowel had then 


| ceased, and as the stomach had emptied itself by vomiting 


nothing was passed through the pylorus into the opening 
after it occurred, nor did any regurgitation of the contents 
of the duodenum occur after complete perforation took 
place through the peritoneal coat. The ductus communis 


| choledochus had not been disturbed in its functions, its 
| insertion into the duodenum being some distance below the 


| ulceration, There was no softening or abnormal tenderness 
ment consisting of blisters and mercurial purgatives, followed | 


of the mucous lining of the pylorus, or of the duodenum, 
below the ulcer; the valvular folds of the lower part of the 
duodenum, and the upper part of the small intestine, seemed 
healthy. No signs of disease were found in the colon. The 
diarrhcea of the last four weeks of life was perhaps a result 
of the disorganizing process going.on in the duodenum. 
The lungs and heart were inspected, and found healthy in 
appearance, as they had been in function before death, 

The point in this case of great practical value is the well 
established fact, that organic disease of the stomach, fright- 
fully extensive, and productive of great suflering and 
impairment of function for months and years, is capable of 
Another 


disease? This was done in this case, and the diagnosis 


| recorded two weeks before it was confirmed by the 


autopsy. 
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BENEFICIAL RESULTS 
FROM THE USE OF 
MECHANICAL APPLIANCES IN POTT’S DIS- 
EASE OF THE SPINE. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH CASES. 
By JACOB A. WOOD, M.D., 
OF NEW YORK. 
(Continued from page 122.) 


Case III.—The son of Dr. , of Madison Co., N.Y., eet. 
six years and five months, of scrofulous diathesis, first came 
under treatment for Pott's disease of the spine, Dec. 13, 
1859. 

The following is an abridged history of the case as com- 
municated by the father. 

When about three years and a half old, while complain- 
ing somewhat of his back from a previous injury the child 
fell from a low stool to the floor, injuring the spine so as to 
render him unable to walk for two days. Upon examina- 
tion there was observed a slight posterior projection of the 
sixth dorsal vertebra. Treatment was at once commenced 
with the blisters and issues near the affected part, internal 
use of iodide of iron and cod-liver oil, together with spe- 
cial attention to the diet. No means have been left untried, 
from the commencement of the disease, that would seem to 
afford the least prospect of relief; but all, apparently, to 
little or no purpose. The disease steadily progressed, 
involving one vertebra after another, until two or three 
above and below the original point of the disease became 
more or less involved. 

The deformity continued to increase, and locomotion was 
performed only with great difficulty by resting one hand 
upon the thigh. In this manner he attempted to move 
about, but could only walk a short distance without lying 
down or leaning upon some object for the purposes of rest 
and support. He at this time was subject to frequent and 
severe paroxysms of pain in the lower extremities with par- 
tial loss of muscular power. 

Upon examining this case I found the patient much 
emaciated, feeble, and presenting a bold and extensive pos- 
terior projection, as represented in Fig. 1. 


—_ 


Fie. 1. Fie. 2. 


The treatment consisted in the use of mechanical means, 
the immediate effect of which was complete relief from pain 
and suffering, a more erect position of the patient, and 
enabling him to walk without resting his hand upon his 
thigh. During the first three months of the treatment there | 
was an improvement of the general health, strength, and 
figure of the patient, but with little reduction of the cur- 





vature. At the expiration of that time, however, the cur- 
vature began to lessen more perceptibly, and has gradually 
decreased until its size is very much reduced, as seen in 
Fig. 2, which is a correct outline drawing of the case, taken 
nearly six months since. For nearly two years the patient 
has been healthy and robust, and is extremely active. 

As in this, so in a large majority of cases of long stand- 
ing, with a great loss of bony substance, improvement is 
much more rapid after the case has been under treatment 
several months. 

81 Cooper Instrrute, March 29, 1862. 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
ANEURISM OF THE ARCH OF THE AORTA.—RUPTURE 
INTO THE PERICARDIUM. 


Case I—(Reported by A. N. Brockway, M.D., Senior 
Assistant.)—John McLaughlin, et. 33, single, a native of 


- Ireland, laborer, entered Aug. 25, 1860. For the first time, 


in 1855, he felt a darting pain in the back, near the situa- 
tion of the left kidney. This passed off and did not return 
until about a year after, when it continued to recur at in- 
tervals, until he entered the hospital; it was then constant, 
but now and then changing its position. About three 
months after the patient states that he felt a “ squeezing” 
pain in the left side, which, from his account, seems to have 
extended beneath the sternum, from a point just above the 
nipple down to a point a little below the ensiform cartilage, 
and extending on the left side about four inches. Has had 
no dyspneea. When the pain appeared he had vomiting. 
The medicines administered were anodyne in character. 
He remained until July last, when he was discharged 
unrelieved. 

He was readmitted Sept. 20, with much the same symp- 
toms. The pain was constant, and much increased when he 
sat up. There was a small fluctuating tumor over the sixth 
dorsal vertebra, which disappeared in a few days. This was 
in the situation of a seton, which was inserted in June. 
Examination of the chest showed nothing positive, except 
a loud obstructive murmur at the aortic valves. Can obtain 
no history of rheumatism. The bowels were regular, and 
the appetite was good. 

About 11 a.m., on the 1st of November, being up to that 
time in the same condition since admission, the patient was 
seized with collapse. The pulse was not appreciable at the 
wrist, but was soon felt feebly on the administration of a 
little stimulant. He was pallid, and his extremities were 
cold. Vomiting took place, which was somewhat relieved 
by bits of ice and hydrocyanic acid. He was tossing his 
head about, and groaning, as if in great agony. When 
spoken to loudly he would respond, but would quickly 
become delirious, On rallying a little he complained of 
much pain in the head and chest. On the day following 
(Nov. 2) the vomiting was only occasional; pulse 92, full 
but weak. Pain in chest, however, continued, cardiac 
murmur being very distinct. His condition improved until 
Nov. 5th, when he was able to sit in his chair; pulse 90, 
regular but weak. He took his meals with the other 
patients, and was about the ward as usual. About 6 o'clock, 
as he was eating his supper, he suddenly fell back in his 
chair with every appearance of being in articulo mortis. 
He became covered with a cold sweat, and the pulse was 
scarcely appreciable at the wrist. He continued to sink, 
and died in about twenty minutes after the commencement 
of the attack. 

Autopsy, 19 hours after deathRigor mortis well 
marked. Body well nourished. On opening the thoracic 
cavity, very firm pleuritic adhesions were found on the 
side and posterior surface of the right lung Lungs healthy. 
The pericardium was distended and of a dark color. On 
opening the sac it was found to be nearly filled with coagu- 
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lated blood. The contained clot weighed twelve ounces. 
A rupture of an aneurism of the aorta was ascertained to 
have taken place. The rupture was about the size of a 
crgw-quill, and occurred on the right and posterior aspect 
of the aorta. A small bony plate was situated just at the 
point of the rupture, and patches of atheromatous deposit 
were scattered over the surface of the vessel. The aneu- 
rismal dilatation was about two inches in breadth, by an 
inch and a half in depth, and commenced immediately above 
the origin of the ascending portion of the arch of the aorta. 
The heart was somewhat hypertrophied and the aortic 
valves thickened with atheroma; the other valves were 
normal. Liver healthy. Kidneys much congested, but to 
the eye gave no evidence of Bright’s disease. Brain not 
examined. 

Case II.—(Reported by H. S. Pumpton, M.D., Acting 
House Physician.) —Catherine M., et. 33, entered the hospi- 
tal July 23d. Her general appearance was good. She com- 
oe of much dyspneea, especially after exertion. The 

eart was very irritable. Physical examination revealed: 
size of heart, normal; pulse very irregular, and a murmur 
heard with the first sound, at one time most distinctly at the 
apex, but afterwards at the base. She kept her bed most 
of the time. On July 27th, as she was leaving the water- 
closet, she shrieked and fell upon her face, and after strug- 
gling about ten minutes, died. The hands immediately un- 
clenched and the face lost its look of horror. 

Autopsy.—On opening the thorax the pericardium was 
seen filling its middle third. The sac and its contents being 
removed weighed fourteen ounces. On opening into it a 
clot of blood was discovered weighing seven ounces, which 
had an even consistence throughout. The heart was small. 


The aortic valves normal, but there was slight thickening of 
the mitral. Near the left corénary artery was a small 
opening from the pericardium into the substance of the left 
‘side of the heart, which would admit a crow’s quill. 
This was found to communicate neither with ventricle nor 
auricle, but with a small sac lying in such a position that, 
when filled with blood, it would obstruct the aortic open- 


ing. This sac would hold a large hickory nut, and opened 
into the aorta. Other organs healthy. 

Case IIL—W. S., et. 25, single, native of New York. 
On the 15th November, about midnight, the deceased was 
sitting in company with others at table. Having finished 
acup of coffee he withdrew, smoking a cigar; suddenly 
he was seen, without any premonition, to fall forward 
upon his face. He received immediate attention, being 
supposed to have fallen in a fit. There was no convul- 
sion, change of color in the face, or expression of con- 
sciousness. The fingers were tightly clenched for a moment, 
he drew a few difficult breaths, and gave no further sign of life. 

The deceased having been an orderly of Bellevue Hospi- 
tal for more than a year, during which time he had been, 
so far as was known, regular in habit, and had made no 
special complaint of ill-health, his death was entirely 
unexpected. He was understood to have been, at a pre- 
vious period, irregular in his habits, and to have suffered 
from exposure to syphilis. He was only moderately 
nourished, and his countenance had an unhealthy cast. On 
inspection of the body after death the cicatrices of primary 
syphilis were observed. 

Autopsy.—Head not examined. Lungs healthy. Peri- 
cardium distended, and contained nineteen ounces of blood. 
The aorta and its valves were the seat of atheroma, There 
were aneurismal pouches corresponding to each sinus 
Valsuliez. Two of these were of sufficient size to admit 
the end of the index finger. The third was larger, and 
was the seat of the rupture. This aneurism took its origin 
from the posterior sinus, and was bounded on the right by 
the descending vena cava, anteriorly by the pulmonary 
artery. Both these vessels were pressed upon by the 
aneurism. On the left side it was in relation with the left 
auricle, and the fissure in the walls of the aneurism was 
near the appendix auriculz of the latter. The liver fatty. 
Kidneys healthy. 





Acports of Societies. 


NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Statep MEETING, February 26, 1862. 
DR. T. C. FINNELL, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 


DILATATION AND FATTY DEGENERATION OF THE HEART, DISEASE 
OF MITRAL AND AORTIC FALVEs, EXISTENCE OF THE MITRAL 
DIRECT MURMUR, ETC. 


Dr. Austin Fiixt presented a heart, and gave the follow- 
ing history:—The specimen was taken from a female 
patient, aged 30 years, who-died in Bellevue Hospital. 
She had rheumatism five years ago, and for the year or so 
before her death suffered from dyspnoea on exercise, and 
when she entered the hospital three weeks ago she 
experienced a greater frequency and severity in the parox- 
ysms. These would occur at irregular periods during 
the day andnight, and on several occasions she seemed 
to be on the point of death. 

On examining the heart there were evidences of enlarge- 
ment in the situation of the apex beat, and in the super- 
ficial cardiac region. She presented a loud mitral direct 
murmur. The existence of this murmur is ignored by 
some, and by most regarded as extremely rare, but I must 
confess that I have not found it so unfrequent as one 
would be led to suppose from such statements. There are 
now in Bellevue Hospital four cases that present it very 
well marked. The patient presented also a murmur with 
the second sound at the base (aortic regurgitation). These 
murmurs were verified by Dr. O'Sullivan, and a number 
of other medical gentlemen who saw the case. At times 
she presented also a systolic murmur. The aortic murmur 
was also sometimes absent, but the mitral direct was inva- 
riably present. She died in a paroxysm of dyspneea. 

Post-mortem examination.—The heart is extremely soft 
and flabby, and presents the microscopical and gross 
appearances of fatty degeneration; its weight is twelve 
ounces. The left ventricle is somewhat dilated, the thick- 
ness of its walls at the thickest part being little under the 


. average, three-eighths of an inch; the right ventricle is still 


more dilated, the thickness of its walls at the thickest part 
being only three-sixteenths of an inch; both auricles were 
also dilated. The mitral orifice presents us with consider- 
able contraction; the two curtains are united by their sides, 
forming the “ button-hole slit;” the contraction is such as 
to admit only the end of my little finger. The aortic 
valves appear to me to be a little atrophied, though I 
regret that the water test was not employed, nor measure- 
ments taken to prove the point. The question has arisen 
in my mind whether they might not be sound. I suppose 
that the slightest -insufficiency might predice an aortic 
regurgitative murmur, but it has occurred to- me that it 
also might be caused by the passage of blood through the 
contracted mitral orifice, immediately after the ventricular 
systole, while the auricle was being filled. I would men- 
tion that there was a jugular pulsation synchronous with 
the contraction of the auricle. The right cavities were 
largely distended with liquid blood and soft dark coagula. 


ARACHNOID EFFUSION DEPENDING UPON PNEUMONIA. 


Dr. Lewis Smit presented the lungs taken from a female 
child who died at the age of nine months, being at the 
time under the care of Dr. Lambert. Nothing unusual was 
noticed in her condition until she was about five months 
old, when she began to waste away. The emaciation con- 
tinued, though she was wet-nursed and treated with great 
care. About six or eight weeks before her death she was 
seized with a dry hacking cough. On the 13th or 14th of 
the present month she was suddenly attacked with tonic 
spasms; opisthotonos was a prominent feature. These 
spasms returned on the 20th, and terminated with her life. 
During the last week or two before her death her breath- 





194 


American Medical Times. 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


April 5, 1862. 





ing was somewhat accelerated, and she was troubled con- 
‘siderably with meteorismus. On the day following her 
death a post-mortem examination was made:—About an 
ounce of clear colored serum was found in the arachnoid, 
and a slight sanguineous effusion was also discovered on the 
right hemisphere of the cerebrum. The substance of the 
brain appeared healthy. The mucous membrane of the 
trachea was slightly vascular. The upper lobe and the 
posterior portion of the left lung was emphysematous. The 
posterior portion on the right side was hepatized. Ex- 
amined under the microscope oil globules and the com- 
pound granular cells were found in abundance. The liver 
was rather small, and almost destitute of oil globules, in 
fact the hepatic cells contained hardly any. The kidneys 
were healthy ; the mesenteric glands were enlarged, and of 
light color, but not tuberculous ; the heart was healthy, and 
the ductus arteriosus was closed as usual with a firm plug 
of fibrine. 

The points of interest were, Ist, The serous effusion in 
the cranial cavity; 2d, The probable dependence of this 
effusion upon the pneumonia; and 3d, The absence of 
tuberculous deposit. 





Progress of Medical Science. 


PBEPARED BY DR. P. F. C. DESLANDES. 
ON VACCINATION OF INFANTS. 


Tue question raised in the Société Médicale des Hépitaux 
de Paris, by M. E. Barthes, with relation to the vaccina- 
tion of children during the first days following birth, has 
brought out several communications which may assist in 
its solution. 

In a letter dated August 28th, 1861, Dr. Ragaine, of 
Mortagne (Orne), writes to the Gazette des Hépitaux: 
“We have practised vaccination of children, young, deli- 
eate, thin, and whose skin was so flabby that it was diffi- 
cult to make it tense enough to introduce the point of a 
lancet, and yet we never have seen any of these children, 
whose number reaches at present to four hundred, fall sick 
a few days after the operation. The oldest of these chil- 
dren was hardly one month old, the others were eight, 
fifteen, and twenty days old. The vaccine has constantly 
appeared to us mild and benign in these poor little beings. 
We have observed neither roseola, nor erysipelas, nor ente- 
ritis ; the few diarrhoeas which have come under our notice 
may be attributed to other causes than vaccination.” 

Dr. Barillier, physician to the children’s hospital of Bor- 
deaux, differs entirely from Dr. Ragaine, as his letter to the 
same editor will show. He says:—‘I am not partisan of 
premature vaccination, and the following are my reasons: 
In the nursing department, which receives the foundlings 
and indigent children, the regulations impose upon us the 
obligation of sending to the country, a few days after their 
admission, the chiidren which are not sick. To conform to 
this condition we are obliged to vaccinate the children the 
very next day after their arrival. These children, who have 
often suffered before their admission (either from want of 
care or insufficient nursing), present the third or fourth day 
after their vaccination various symptoms: almost always 
some fever, and, like M. Blache, my much honored master, 
I have seen violent inflammations, deep ulcerations, ete., 
which have sometimes carried away our children in a few 
days. On the contrary, these accidents are much less fre- 
quent in those whom the administration keeps in the 
hospital, or who, being sick, previous to their entrance, 
have been vaccinated at a later period. I do not think 
that in Bordeaux vaccination becomes sometimes indirectly 
a cause of death, by delaying the removal to the country of: 
the children kept in the hospital, a fact observed by M. 
Hervieux in Paris. The conditions, it is true, may not be 





the same in the hospital for children. At Bordeaux the 
children of the hospital have each an excellent nurse; it 
was not so in Paris several years ago. I think then that, 
in hospitals, it is better not to vaccinate children before ¢he 
second or third month. Another advantage to be derived 
from this practice is, that it will preserve the country nurses 
to whom we intrust the children, from syphilitic contagion ; 
for often the manifestations of infantile syphilis are slow 
(two months). This consideration has always induced me 
to delay the vaccination of suspected children to the third 
month, and I always have had reason to be satisfied with 
this reserve, the more so that variola is very rare before the 
age of three or four months. An important fact in regard 
to vaccination is this: At the hospital of Bordeaux, from 
the month of May to the month of June, 1861, we have not 
vaccinated one child without seeing this operation followed 
by erysipelas, often extensive, around the vaccine pustules 
(eight times has this accident occurred, and two children 
have died). Three times the vaccine pimple served as 
starting point to very extensive gangrenous ulcerations, 
which have carried off our little patient. However, we 
took care each time to use new vaccine, and derived from 
a good source. In two cases one single puncture was made 
on each arm; erysipelas nevertheless made its appearance. 
(An epidemic reigned then in our wards; we should then 
abstain from vaccinating during an epidemic of erysipelas.) 

The following communication is from Dr. Liégard, of 
Caen: “ About twenty years ago, my friend, Dr. Carting, 
had only two daughters when his wife was delivered of a 
little boy, which made him very happy. He intended to 
wait till he was a month old to vaccinate him, but about 
the sixth day that child was attacked with a confluent 
variola, to which he soon fell a victim. The grief of my 
poor friend, and the reproaches he addressed to himself, 
made a deep impression upon me, and from that time I 
have performed this little operation during the eight or ten 
first days of life, and I never have observed the least acci- 
dent which might be attributed to this practice. I have 
done so with my own children; my eldest son was vacci- 
nated the third day after birth. Our learned master, Hus- 
son, was also very partial to early vaccination. Some one 
asked him one day in my presence, at what age he had 
vaccinated his son. Three hours after birth, replied he. 
This fact proves what confidence this, great practitioner had 
in early vaccination. His opinion and that of M. Bousquet, 
which are alike, ought to have a great weight. I will con- 
clude’ by relating cases which occurred in my own prac- 
tice :— Case 1. On the 3d of May last Madame H. was 
delivered at half past eight o’clock in the morning, of a 
strong healthy boy. At noon of the same day I had seve- 
ral children to vaccinate with very fine vaccine taken from 
the arm of a child fifteen days old, strong and healthy. I 
seized this opportunity to vaccinate the little boy born 
three hours and a half before. I made six punctures, which 
gave six magnificent pustules. Case 2.—LKight days after, 
by a singular coincidence, Mme. V., sister of Mme. H., gave 
birth at seven o’clock in the morning to a healthy little girl. 
Four hours after I vaccinated this child with vaccine taken 
from the arm of her little cousin. I made six punctures, 
which gave five beautiful pustules. These two children 
have not been, any more than the others, indisposed in the 
least, from this early vaccination. The only inconvenience 
I have observed of vaccination thus practised a few days or 
a few hours only after birth, is that sometimes, and more 
particularly in very small and very weak children, the 
pustules do not make their appearance, and vaccination is 
to be practised again a little later. In these very puny 
children I never make more than one puncture in each 
arm.” 

(To be Continued.) 
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Iturxois State Mepicat Socrery.—The Eleventh Regu- 
lar Annual Meeting of the Illinois State Medical Society 
will be held at Jacksonvi'le, commencing on the first Tues- 
day in May, 1862. 





American Medical Times, 


OUR MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


April 5,1862. 195 





American Medical Cres, 








SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 1862. 
ee 


OUR MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

Tue benefits arising from medical societies no right-think- 
ing person can too highly appreciate. In affording a me- 
dium for communication between a number of individuals 
who have interests in common, they unquestionably serve 
to promulgate and render practical the great truths of our 
science. Considered also in a social point of view they 
exercise an obvious influence over the conduct of the pro- 
fession at large. But notwithstanding the many opportu- 
nities for doing good possessed by such bodies, they fre- 
quently fall far short of the accomplishment of their true 
designs. The reason for this lack of usefulness is to be 
found principally in the scarcity of published proceedings 
which emanate from them. Our societies throughout the 
country are very numerous and influential, but with few 
exceptions their transactions are buried in their individual 
archives. 

The New York Academy of Medicine, to its credit be it 
said, has taken a desirable stand in this matter, and gives 
to the medical world, at stated intervals, its papers in the 
form of Transactions, and its discussions in a well conducted 
Bulletin. More could not be asked of any scientific body. 
The N. Y. Pathological Society also is commencing to follow 
the example, but only in respect to a Bulletin of its pro- 
ceedings from the commencement of the present year. This 
step is one that deserves encouragement, and will, undoubt- 
edly, meet with the approbation of every lover of patholo- 
gical science. But, at the same time, every one must regret 
that no measures have as yet been taken to give to the public 
the many valuable papers, and discussions upon them, which 
are to be found in the memoirs since 1844. This society 
has, since its establishment, worked faithfully, regularly, 
and untiringly, and it is fair to suppose that its doings of 
past years are worthy of no mean place in the literature of 
pathological anatomy. We hope the society will devise some 
means by Which this vast amount of material may be ren- 
dered available. 

Of the other smaller societies in New York we hear from 
them occasionally in the shape of a meagre and isolated 
report, and yet we have every reason to believe that the 
proceedings of almost every meeting are worthy of a place 
upon record. While the scarcity of numbers and pecuniary 
disabilities might, in these cases, prove an argument against 
the publication of a volume, it is certainly no index of the 
enterprise of the body in not furnishing at longer or shorter 
intervals one well digested report. The publication of its 
proceedings not only confers a benefit upon the society as 
a whole, in giving it character, but it exerts a salutary 
influence upon the individual members in stimulating them 
to praiseworthy exertions, and insuring on their part an 
exactness of description and an increased profundity of 
research. Each member is aware that he is personally 
accountable for the views he entertains, and he is, conse- 
quently, more particular that no hasty assertion shall be 
made. 

Every society advances in usefulness, and subserves the 





general interest, just in proportion as it confines itself to 
scientific matters. Too much time is generally occupied in 
the transaction of ordinary business, and there is often too 
strong a disposition to transform scientific into legislative 
bodies. No society in this country can claim to have a 
legislative character except, perhaps, the American Medical 
Association, and the Medical Society of the State of New 
York; the former, a true representative of the opinions of 
the whole class of American physicians, and the latter the 
only association endowed with special rights by the state 
legislature. To these, then, we should be satisfied to leave 
our legislation, and be content, in our other societies, with 
only such action as will insure the enforcement of the rules 
of order. Another thought suggests itself in this connexion, 
having also reference to the saving of time, and that is, the 
transaction of all mere business matters only after the sci- 
entific discussions are ended. The experience of one of the 
most learned societies has amply proved the practicability 
of such a system in rendering its meetings in the highest 
degree interesting and profitable. Under such circum- 
stances no disposition is shown to enter into discussions of 
parliamentary usages, neither is there time left for personal 
quarrels; the executive business is transacted in a summary 
manner and no one is dissatisfied. Every society, of course, 
has its particular stumbling-blocks, members who have al- 
ways something to say on every subject, and who, from their 
known character for superficiality, empty-headedness, and 
presumption, are never listened to, and only serve to waste 
valuable time. Ifsuch members would even have propriety 
enough to speak to the point they might by chance be 
tolerated, but when they seize every opportunity to become 
verbose and tedious, supporting crude ideas by worse phi- 
losophy, every one learns to dread their rising. We fearno 
remedy exists for this evil, which, we are sorry to say, is 
quite rife in our various societies, except, perhaps, a friendly 
hint to those who are not so lost in their own conceit as 
not to heed it. 

For the past year the various societies in our city have 
shown a commendable zeal in furthering the cause of sci- 
ence. Before the Academy of Medicine many learned 
papers have been read and thoroughly discussed, and we 
deem it our duty here to state that the members of this 
body are under no small obligation to their President for his 
indefatigable zeal in thus securing for them such profitable 
meetings. The Pathological Society has so thorouglily esta- 
blished its character for sound practical investigation that it 
stands in need of no special commendation. Its meetings 
have been largely attended, by both students and the pro- 
fession generally. The various sections of the Academy, 
particflarly the surgical and obstetric, have shown an 
amount of enterprise that reflects the highest degree of 
credit upon the energy and hospitality of their respective 
chairmen. We are glad to sce that other sections are 
beginning to follow their example, and we hope that ere 
long they will all be in a condition to reflect credit on the 
renowned parent society. The other medical societies have 
transacted their usual amount of business, and we may be 
excused from a separate allusion to each by making the 
general statement that there has been a greater number of 
valuable papers read before them during the past year than 
during any similar time in their own recollection. They 
ave all in good working trim, and with the exception of the 
few drawbacks to usefulness referred to, we see in them 
nothing but to praise. ; 
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